SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
for general protection against a distant
danger. In such states health officers
usually hold authority to vaccinate all
persons who have been exposed to In-
fection.
In a few states health officials, finding
the task of enforcing vaccination laws
too onerous, have either failed to favor
any extension of such legal control or
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have offered little or no resistance to the
partial or complete repeal of existing
laws. In only a small number of states
is vaccination demanded as a requisite
for school attendance, while in others
such a statute applies only to cities of
the first and second class or operates as a
local option. In Minnesota, no one can
be compelled to submit to vaccination,
even at the time of an epidemic, though
the person has been directly exposed to
infection.
Such a situation naturally fosters the
continuance of smallpox, and the ab-
sence, weakness, or repeal of compulsory